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Youth Centre Project at Masiphumelele 
 
 
I support with enthusiasm the initiative to establish a youth centre in the South African township 
of Masiphumelele, Cape Town.  
 
I congratulate Dr. Michael Hayden and colleagues on launching this admirable effort in the face 
of a deepening HIV/AIDS crisis, which claims nearly 1,000 young South African lives every day. 
Your commitment is extremely important. This will be a wonderful partnership with the 
Desmond Tutu HIV Foundation. 
 
Masiphumelele is a vulnerable community where one in four people is HIV positive. Over half of 
the cases are in young women alone. A youth centre will bring many benefits that will transform 
hundreds of young lives and equip them with the right tools to lead the fight against AIDS.  
 
Solutions must focus on the potential of youth, not just on their problems.  To this end, I am 
thrilled to see that sport and recreation, education, skills training and sexual health services will 
play complementary roles at the centre. The programs incorporating theatre, cooking, art and 
dance will give life to ability and dreams for our adolescents. 
 
I am proud to support the establishment of a youth centre in Masiphumelele and encourage 
individuals to grasp this rare opportunity to help enrich and empower one of our less privileged 
communities.  
 
God bless you 

 
+Desmond M Tutu Archbishop Emeritus 
 
October 2006 
 




